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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 3897 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PORG, SN 

SUBJECT: LEE KUAN YEW DECIDES NOT TO ATTEND NAM SUMMIT MEETING 

1 . PERMSEC FOR MFA, CHIA CHEONG FOOK, INFORMED AMBASSADOR AT 
INDONESIAN NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AUGUST 17 THAT PRIME 
MINISTER LEE WOULD DEFINITELY NOT ATTEND THE NAM SUMMIT METING 
IN COLOMBO. LEE HAD DELAYED DECISION UNTIL EVENING OF AUGUST 16, 
BUT HAD FINALLY DECIDED THAT HIS TIME COULD MORE PRODUCTIVELY 
BE SPENT IN SINGAPORE. 

2. AT THE NATIONAL DAY PARADE ON AUGUST 9, THE PRIME MINISTER 
TOLD SOME MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS THAT HE WOULD 
PROBABLY ATTEND THE NAM SUMMIT FOR ONE DAY. PRIOR TO HIS DE- 
PARTURE FOR COLOMBO AUGUST 10, FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM TOLD 
THE PRESS THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD NOT ATTEND THE NON-ALIGNED 
SUMMIT IF THE NATIONS ATTENDING IT DID NOT TAKE THEMSELVES 
SERIOUSLY. "IF IT IS CLEAR IT IS SERIOUS, THEN THE PRIME MINIS 

TER WILL CONTRIBUTE TO IT ... IF IT IS PURELY A LINING UP OF 
COUNTRIES TO SUPPORT THIS POWER OR THAT, IT WILL BE A WASTE 
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OF TIME." 
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3. COMMENT: WE THINK IT PROBABLE THAT THE PRIME MINISTER 
DECIDED TO WAIT UNTIL HE RECEIVED A REPORT FROM RAJARATNAM 
ON HOW THE CONFERENCE WAS SHAPING UP BEFORE MAKING A FINAL 
DECISION WHETHER TO ATTEND. RAJA'S REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 
WERE APPARENTLY NEGATIVE. 
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